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PROLOGUE
FLOWING THROUGH MILLENNIA:
AWAKENING THE ANCIENT

Awakening the Ancient is a dance journey through time. From
the present day back to Qing, Ming, Tang and Han dynastes,
dancers bring moments of Chinese civilization to life — reviving
memories long dormant through light, shadow, and movement.
The performance draws inspiration from the spiritual beauty of
Dunhuang art and the rich cultural exchanges along the Silk
Road, painting a heartfelt portrait of East and West in graceful
harmony.

Through gesture and atmosphere, we not only witness the pass-
ing of history, but feel its imeless emotional resonance.

Wee Dance Academy was founded i 2025 m Charlotte by
dance educator Leeann Li, with a mission to bridge cultures
through dance. Through professional training and performance,
the studio enriches our local community with the spirit of artistic
and cultural diversity.

We invite you to experience this feast of movement — and feel
the gentle echo of a civilization flowing through a thousand years.
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CHAPTER t:

FROM MARTIAL ARTS TO DANCE
Wing Chun & Bagua Zhang

Lead Dancer: Sherman Tse, Christy Dickerson Siu

Set against the backdrop of Hong Kong in the 1950s and 1960s,
mspired by Grandmaster Ip Man, this segment recounts his
struggles and efforts to preserve Wing Chun in a foreign land.
Through the flowing, soft movements of traditional martial arts
and calligraphy showcasing the characters for "Bagua Zhang," the
performance highlights the harmony of martial culture blending
with literary elegance, motion with stillness.

CHAPTER 2: THE CHARM OF QIPAO —
ELEGANCE FROM THE REPUBLIC OF
CHINA PERIOD TO QING DYNASTY

Performance 1: "Strolling Through Life" —
Shanghai Style Qipao Fashion Show

An elegant fusion of Qipao and dance, showcasing the indepen-
dence and confidence of women in the Republican era. Accom-
panied by classic melodies, it narrates a graceful journey through
life's experiences.

Performance 2: " The Warmth of Ordinary Life" —
Qipao Umbrella Dance
Lead Dancer: Jinyu Xu

Depicting the serene life of Jiangnan river town, the dancers
dressed in Qipao and holding paper umbrellas portray gentle
and delicate daily scenes set against a picturesque backdrop.
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Special Guest Performance: Violin Solo —Wei Lin
Repertoire:
Schubert: Serenade
Bach: Air on the G String (arr. From Orchestral Suite)

Performance 3: "Dreams of Jiangning" — Qing Dynasty
Lead Dancer: Taotao Chen, Christy Dickerson Siu

Inspired by Dream of the Red Chamber, this piece features
dancers in Qing court costumes, holding fans decorated with
Thousand Miles of River and Mountains and wearing special
high heels shaped like flowerpots. The dancers embody grace
and balance atop each elevated step, evoking the elegance of an-
cient China.

Special Guest: Bass—Shi Li

Repertoire:
Santa Lucia
Caro Mio Ben

CHAPTER 3: DREAM OF FEATHERS —
MING DYNASTY

Performance 1: "Banished Immortal"
Lead Dancer: Sebryna Abdo
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"Banished Immortal" is a mythological dance filled with a dream-
like quality, depicting fairy maidens dressed in Ming Dynasty
attire, holding peacock feather fans, dancing freely in the celestial
realm and singing as they move. They resemble light feathers in
the clouds, flowing through the void, symbolizing the carefree
and transcendent nature of the spirit world, while subtly express-
ing a longing for the mortal realm. In this surreal dance, the pea-
cock quietly begins to embrace the idea of Nirvana. Under the
glow of the moonlight, it 1s destined for a transformation— shed-
ding its earthly form and becoming a phoenix.

Performance 2:
"Two Respected Figures of the Mountain Moon"

Performed by Siran Tang

Legend has it that the phoenix's predecessor was a peacock,
which must undergo a millennia-long cultivation before achieving
ascension. Continuing the mythological storyline from Banished
Immortal, the peacock in the opening group dance finally com-
pletes its transformation into a phoenix, dancing alone beneath
the moon. Holding a white feather fan that symbolizes rebirth,
the dancer embodies cool, solitary elegance - while quietly re-
vealing a longing for human emotion. Though divine, she longs
for mortal love - silently wishing beneath the mountain moon to
share a fleeting moment of tenderness with a human soul.

- Intermission -
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CHAPTER 4: TANG DYNASTY

Solo Dance: "Old Tales of Luoyang"
Performed by Taotao Chen

Inspired by the life of Princess Anle—hailed as the most beautiful
woman of the Tang Dynasty—this solo captures the brilliance and
impermanence of her time. The Tang era was a pmnacle of cul-
tural openness, where feminine beauty found unprecedented
freedom and diversity.

Grounded in classical Tang-era movement, the choreography
blends ornate bodywork with subtle emotional expression, recre-
ating the inner world of a palace woman amid imperial splendor.
The piece becomes a meditation on beauty, fate, and the endur-
ing echoes of womanhood across history.

CHAPTER 5: HAN DYNASTY

Group Dance: "Zhao Jun Goes to the Frontier"

Performed by Ensemble
Wang Zhaojun — Palace Maid: Siran Tang
Wang Zhaojun — Diplomatic Bride: Angela Chen

This piece portrays the legendary life of Wang Zhaojun—one of
the Four Beauties of ancient China—who rose from the quiet cor-
ners of palace life to become a diplomatic bride sent beyond the
frontier. Once a humble maid, she endured obscurity with grace,
her heart unwavering and her spirit tied to her homeland.

The imperial edict, sudden as thunder, transformed her fate.
Chosen to bring peace through marriage, she journeyed into the
vast northern lands. The choreography traces her emotional arc:
from courtly solitude to the sweeping vistas of the steppes. Long-
g and courage entwine as she steps into history, not only as a
symbol of sacrifice, but as a bridge between cultures—a gentle
force that carried the weight of diplomacy with quiet strength.
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Special Guest: Cello Solo -- Ankang Dong
Performance: "The Swan"

CHAPTER 6: THE SILK ROAD

Performance 1: "Celebration" — Xinjiang Dance
Lead Dancer: Sebryna Abdo

With fiery spins and rhythmic footwork, this Xinjiang folk dance
bursts with joy and vitality. Reflecting the vibrant spirit of the
western regions, it celebrates the cultural richness and ethnic di-
versity along the Silk Road. Dance becomes the language of the
land—expressing faith, festivity, and freedom through every step.

Performance 2: Solo Dance — Reversed Pipa Pose
Performed By: Jade Davis

Inspired by the murals of Dunhuang, this dance brings to life the
1conic back-playing pipa pose — a symbol of elegance and divine
beauty.

Performed by a 9-year-old dancer, the piece blends innocence
with tradition. Her graceful movement offers a fresh and tender
interpretation of ancient art, as if a young celestial figure has
stepped down from the wall to dance among us.

Performance 3: Quartet Dance — Kalavinka
Performed by: Taotao Chen, Jinyu Xu, Siran Tang, Sophia Dong

The Kalavinka, a mythical bird from Indian Buddhist scriptures,
1s said to have the body of a human and the voice of heaven. In
this four-person dance, delicate and harmonious movements
mirror the flight of these divine beings. Drawing from the imag-
ery of Dunhuang frescoes, the piece invites the audience into a
dreamlike world where beauty and faith take wing.
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Performance 4: "Five Stars Shine East" —
Ensemble Dance

Lead Dancer: Christy Dickerson Siu

Rooted m the historic textile mnscription “Five Stars Rise m the
East, Benefiing China,” this Dunhuang-style dance radiates mys-

tery and grace. Dancers carry glowing lotus lamps—symbols of

wisdom and peace—casting trails of light like constellations across
the stage. Blending Han and Central Asian aesthetics, the chore-
ography pays tribute to the Silk Road’s spiritual radiance and
timeless cultural legacy.

EPILOGUE: THE ECHO OF CULTURE

From the grandeur of Han and Tang Dynasties to the delicate
beauty of Qipao, from the calligraphy and martial arts of the Re-
publican era to flying celestial figures along the Silk Road—this
multicultural journey encapsulates the warmth of history and the
spirit of today. Through dance, we awaken ancient memories
and project our contemporary identity.

Thank you for your presence and witness; let us continue to pass
on this rich cultural legacy for generations to come.
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Special Guest

Cello Solo: Mr. Ankang Dong

A licensed chiropractor currently practicing in
Lancaster, South Carolina, Dr. Dong received
his early musical traning under Mr. Zuo
Ruchang, former principal cellist of the China
National Film Orchestra. Deeply influenced
by classical music, he has remained an active
presence in Charlotte’s cultural scene, using
his cello to bridge healing and artistry in the
community.

Bass: Mr. Shi Li

Shi Li 1s an acclaimed bass who has performed
with The Metropolitan Opera, Portland
Opera, Aspen Music Festival, and major fest-
vals in Italy, Germany, and China. He 1s a
prizewinner of international competitions, in-
cluding the Ricardo Zandonai International
Competition and Shanghai Spring Internation-
al Music Festival. A former resident artist at
Portland Opera, Shi Li holds master’s degrees
from Shanghai Conservatory and Manhattan
School of Music.
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Violin Solo: Mr. Wei Lin

A violinist and music educator based in Char-
lotte, North Carolina, with international per-
formance experience across Italy, Japan, Singa-
pore, Vietnam, China, and the U.S.. He has
performed with notable ensembles such as the
Charlotte Symphony and the Chma Oriental
Symphony and appeared at festivals including
Mendocino and Green Mountain. Wei has
won awards at major competiions like the
Hong Kong International String Competition
and serves as a judge for the Charleston Inter-
national Music Competition. He holds a DMA
from the University of Texas at Austin and
teaches as Artst-in-Residence at Steimway
Piano Gallery-Charlotte.

Lead Dancer
The performers are listed in the order of their appearance.

Sherman Tse Christy Dickerson Siu Jinyu Xu

Sebryna Abdo Siran Tang Taotao Chen
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Angela Chen Jade Davis

Cast List

Qipao Fashion Show:
Sabrina Dai, Hailan Gong,
Xiaosong He, Flora Lai, Jessie Sun, Nancy Zhang

Group Dance Ensemble:

Si Blake, Wendy Blumers, Taotao Chu, Amy Du,
Jingmiao Gao, Ruth Gao, Helen Ji, Guojian Men, Lynn Ryan,
Carolyn Song, Mingli Sun, Sarah Sun, Yuan Shen, Kitty Tang,

Li Tao, Yin Wang, Wen Xiao, Jing Yang, Alice Zhang, Xinyu Zhang

Producer and Choreographer:
Leeann Li
Animation and Art Designer:
Sophia Zhang
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We sincerely thank all the performers and behind-the-scenes
contributors whose talent and dedication brought this cultural
Jjourney to life. Special thanks to our lead dancers and guest per-
formers for their exceptional artistry.

Copyright Notice

Some of the music and video materials used in this performance
were sourced from publicly available online platforms (e.g., You-
Tube). This event 1s strictly non-commercial and intended for
educational and cultural purposes only. For any copyright con-
cerns, please contact us—we are committed to proper resolution.
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